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TECHNOLOGY REVIEW

IZ Technology iIZ ADA li

EER MULTI-CHANMNEL HIGH-RESOLUTION

By Migel Palmer

¥ Tl.'l.]:mu]l.'q;:}"i RADIAR
mulfi-channel recorder was
the firsr device to win many
engineers over to digital, ar a
time when tracking to
compuier wis almest unheard
of As that became more the
TR, SO i.'flg]lli.‘L"lS
incorporated RADAR int
thear AW rigs as the
systems AYD and [VA
conwerters, Rescrang to that,
i announced itz ADA AD
and IA multi-channel
converter systems in 2008,
Reviewed here is the second-
grneration ALY the ADA
11, wrveiled last antummn ac
the AES Convention,

FEATURES

The 4U 2 ADA iz a
customizable, made-to-order
mult-channel A, [AA
high-resolution converter
avidlable in 8-, 16—, or 24-
channel configurations with
oustomizahle L ratios (for
exanmple, B-inf1o-out, 24-in/
H-vart, and =0 o). It comes
with either 12 Clagsic 6 or
Ulktra Myquist comverter
technolopy, both of which are
identical to these offered in
1078 lutest peneration
RADAR 6. The Classic 94
offers sample rates up o

“It comes with
either iZ's Classic
96 or Ultra Nyguist
converter
technology, both
of which are
identical to those
offered iniZ's

96kHz; the Uh{;;{_‘fﬁg ; latest generatiﬂn
OPEraies up £, L&l ar
cowerter card provides eight RADAR 6.
channels of [F0, Russ Long

The ADA 1T is contredled
win the front-panels vibrant
10.1-inch LT touch screen
(a sgnificant upgrade from
the ADA: 7-inch screen); the
sereen provides aingle touch
commands as well as aceess to
all ADXA T Rinctionality via
seven wser screens — NMain,
Setup, Route, Meters, System
Configuration, About, and
Diebug. A full screen mode
dlﬁfl!u}'s Bigh-resalution
metering for all 48 channel:
of 1403,

Te date, MADI digical
1A0) i standard on every
ADA L Addiconal digiel
10 oprione inchede
:"'Ll]."'l.'l'."'l_igh1.|:l|.|:||.', AES
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multi-channel, and dual Pro
Tesals HID uL‘r:‘l.llecLi.'.-i[}'.ThL'
ADA T Maorherboard 120
includes onbard L;igahn
Ethemet {for software

updates and network control),

four USE 2.0 connectors, twe
P52 connectors, and one
Serial remote potL Balanced
analogue 170 is via six femake
25-pin 1D-Sub conmectors.
The ADA T1 interfaces
with virtuadly any native
AW wia ite low-latency,
low-fitter MADT digital 120
and a comiparible MATDI
interface card installed in the
host compuler. Pra Tools
HIXX and Pro Tools HI?
users oonnect with the 1
[3ual Pro Toole HD Option
Card thar connects up fo two
ADA T units (48 channels)
o a Pro Tooks HIEY or Core
Card via DigiLink cable.

™ LS

I first used the ADA T1
review unit provided by i
with 4 Pre Tools HDX rig:
The only thing that caught
e off guard was that the
Orprical MADI 170 berween
the ADA MADI card and
the iZ Dual Pre Tools HI2
Interfice has to be connected
for the i Dual Pro Tools
HID Interface to operate
Alzo, a Pro Tools sssian
running at & different sample
rate than the previows session

requiTes users o mameally
change the sample rate on the
ADA T However, once 1 was
up and running, this Pro
Took: 10 HDX/ADA 11
combe operated fawdessly,
After mixing for several days
with the ADA I1, T was traly
coatatic about its sound
quality and routing fexbility.

The touch screen s
beautiful and casy to use, For
users whe keep compater and
COMVErTErs in 4 separate
lncation 17 provides a free
Java App thar allows full
remote control of the key
froaet panel seetings such as
sample rare and syne source,
as well as full metering,

[ tracked a full band at
Mashvalle’s Broown Ohwl Stedes
(thebrownowlstudio.com],
simultanecusly recording to
mwin Pro Tools rigs {HD
MNative systems, this time):
one through the o4 ADALL
and one through a pair of
Lanx Aurora converters,

INFORMATION
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After the seasion and back az
my own studio, | combined
the two ssssions into i single
session, allowing me to listen
LLH] 1”}' Lﬁlnl”lu[‘lllll.

To my ears, the sonic
differences between 125% and
Lyvre"s converter aystems were
easily discernible, I fomnd the
ADA T to be warmer than
the Lynx, with more of a
difference between the 1WA
comverters than berween the
ASTY converters, The ADA
IT's DA wras aligheiy
sminether — with maore high-
frequency derail and mone
fow-end clarity.

CONCLUSION
e of the most important
things | rememnber abour the
first time | uwsed an'idl
RADAR multi-track recorder
was that the company’s toll-
free support number was
vistble on the unit’s main
sereen at all trmes, T love
working with & company thar
wants to help its users (rather
than hide from them], and
I'm happy to report that the
e rech support toll-free
number is still found on the
main sereen of the ATDA D
In conclusion, 2% ADA T
5 the converter-hased solution
for anyone in love with the
sound of the RADAR, though
relatively decp pockets are
required, A fully loaded 24-
chanmel Ultra Nyopeise ADA
11 weich MAIN can cose
around §12,000 (excheding the
Thuat Pro Tooks Interface).
Hewever, considering the
ADA T sound quality plus
i proven recond of
supporting 1ts customers at all
fitmes, thie price could be
comsidered o bargain,

& Configurable {at order] 24 channets of A70 andlor B4 -

& MADI O standard
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